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From The President: Finding The Fox 


On August 8, a constant carrier appeared on the input 
of the 149.790 repeater in Paramus. The repeater was 
shut down and Paul W2IP sent an e-mail to the local 
radio amateurs asking all to check their stations. | 
noticed the signal was fairly strong at my QTH in Fair 
Lawn when | checked on the following morning so | 
decided to take a stab at tracking it down. Using my 
HT and body as an RF shield, | made a preliminary 
guess that the Fox was Northeast of my QTH. This 
turned out to be wrong by 90 degrees (the Fox turned 
out to be Southeast of me) but this reading caused me 
to drive North on Route 208. However, the signal 
faded after | reached Hawthorne and was lost by the 
time | reached Franklin Lakes. Therefore, | headed 
East to Route 17 and headed South, but did not regain 
the signal until | reached the northern edge of 
Paramus. As | continued south on 17, the signal 
peaked around Century Road and became weaker as | 
headed South. | turned West on Market Street, drove 
thru Saddle Brook, then headed North on River Road 
thru Elmwood Park. 


continued on page 13 
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Member Profile 


NAME: Brian Cirulnick CALL:KD2KLN 


What do you do/what did you do for a living? 


I’ve had a variety of careers over the years, but 
currently | do I.T. for a big, big bank in their investment 
banking division (the portion of the bank that risks 
your money in the stock market). 


How did you get interested in ham radio? 


I'd "always" been a listener, | remember getting my 
hands ona radio that received CB, and listening to all 
the kids talking to each other, and even some truckers. 


| stumbled over a broken multi-band radio at a garage 
sale —| think | paid a dollar. The radio worked but the 
tuning section’s “string” had broken, so | had to open 
up the thing and tune it without being able to see the 
numbers... With that | started listening to things like 
“Radio Canada International”, but later discovered, in 
the late afternoon, people talking to each other on 
AM, and talking about their Hallicrafters tube-driven 
radio and | was hooked. | had a friend who shared my 
interest in electronics and joined me for regular visits 
to Radio Shack at the local mall. We even studied 
Morse code together. But the problem was, my friend 
was the only person | knew like that, and he didn’t 
know anybody else, so | got sidetracked by life for 
about 35 more years before deciding to become a ham 
myself. 


What parts of the hobby most interest you? 


Listening. | like to listen to others because that’s how | 
learn stuff. But | enjoy participating in nets, the 
National Traffic System, the occasional rag chew, and 
being social over the air. If you think about it, amateur 
radio was sort of “Facebook” long before Facebook — 
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A 60th Anniversary Request 


To close out the year, the Publicity Committee is 
looking to put together a time capsule of sort--a 
visual memory of all members on the roster this year. 


Please bring a copy of your QSL to one of the 
upcoming meetings during the next month or so or 
mail it to the club. We'll have a box near the sign-in 
sheet set aside for this purpose. 


We'll gather them and put together a collection for 


"posterity"...or at least for the members who will be 
doing the 75th anniversary ! Thanks. 


Club Apparel Is Here!! 


Did you miss showing off your FLARC shirt, jacket or 


whatever at Field Day? There's always time to make a 


positive club impression. And they're easy to order. 


This space reserved for the next member proudly wearing the FLARC 
polo shirt! 


Go to www. hamthreads.com 

Check out the item selection that is posted on the FLARC 
website (with pictures and prices). Order the shirts or 
other items you want with either the regular FLARC or 60th 
anniversary logo. 


Note: RED is the primary and preferred club brand 
standard shirt color. 


September 2016 Meeting Notes (1) 


FLARC Business Meeting 2 September 2016 


Vice President Judith KC2LTM presided for this 
meeting. She called the meeting to order at 7:32 
p.m. 


The members rose and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Vice President Judith KC2LTM asked Treasurer Don 
N2PRT to read this month’s treasury report. Don did 
so and at the conclusion Thom W2XTZ moved that 
the report be accepted as read and Skip KD2BRV 
seconded the motion. The members present 
approved the motion by acclamation. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and 
trustees. All were present except for trustees Dave 
N8MAR and Steve WA2BYx. He noted that a 
quorum was present to conduct club business. 


Secretary Randy WU2S announced that the minutes 
from the July meeting were emailed to all members 
and that they had also been published in the latest 
edition of the club’s newsletter, The Resonator. Jim 
W2IJC said that there was a correction to the 
minutes. The club is not close to a DXCC award. 
Randy WU2S agreed to correct the minutes. Gene 
WO2W moved to accept the minutes as corrected 
and Skip KD2BRV seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by acclamation. 


Secretary Randy WU2S gave a report from the Tech 
Committee. On the repeater status. Gene WO2W 
asked about repair costs and Randy said that he 
would find out. After the meeting, Paul W2IP 
reported that the repair would have been S$ 660, 
however since the extended warranty was 
purchased there was no charge. 


Rob KC2ORX asked about the possibility of a 440 
DMR repeater. Randy WU2S responded that the 
Tech Committee had looked into this and for a 
variety of reasons it was not feasible. 


continued on page 8 
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The Club 
Fair Lawn ARC is the friendliest ham club around with 
five operating stations in a permanent clubhouse. 
Visitors and guests are always welcome. The club is 
open every Friday night from NLT 6:30 PM. Business 
meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 
2016-2017 Officers 
Karl Frank 
Judith Shaw 
Don Cassarini 
Randy Smith 
Skip Barker 
Dave Marotti 


W2KBF 
KC2LTM 
N2PRT 
WU2s 
KD2BRV 
N8MAR 
WA2BYX 
WA2BYX 
W2DLT 
WX2R 
WE6SKT 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Trustee 
Field Day 
Speakers 
Publicity 
Publicity 


Steve Wraga 
Steve Wraga 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Ed Efchak 
Susan Frank 


W2DLT 
W2KBF 
N8MAR 
W2XTZ 
wo2Ww 
KD2BMX 
W2TTT 
wo2Ww 
W2DLT 
WX2R 
wo2w 
W2DLT 
WX2R 
KD2GKA 
Don Cassarini N2PRT 
Paul Cornet W2IP 


Lowell Vant Slot 
Karl Frank (ex officio) 


Publicity 
Publicity 
Social Media 
Publicity 

VE Liaison 


Dave Marotti 
Thom Guida 
Gene Ottenheimer 
VE Liaison Pete Senesi 

Education Gordon Beattie 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Ed Efchak 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Ed Efchak 


Rosalyn Roimisher 


Education 
Education 
Education 
History 

History 

History 

History 
Photographer 
W2NPT Trustee 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur equipment to 
the club when someone has become a Silent Key. But it can be more. 
Club members might consider making a gift through a will or trust; gifts 
that help provide lifetime income to the club. Consult with your lawyer, 


estate planner or tax advisor if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


Member Profile (continued) 

in that people got to meet one another and share 
portions of their life with other people that they’ve 
never physically met because of distance. One thing 
I’ve been interested in, but haven’t found the free 
time for yet is climbing mountains and seeing how far 
you can go on tiny amounts of power. What | 
appreciate about this subculture is that helping one 
another out is the name of the game. | also appreciate 
the ham “whatever works” DIY attitude. Build an 
antenna out of junk lying around the house? No 
problem. Open up the radio and install a home-brew 
modification? Can do. Take some perfboard, an 
Arduino, a few transistors and build your own CW 
transmitter? Sure thing. There aren’t many 
subcultures left in this disposable, throw-away world 
where making things with your own hands is still 
appreciated and even encouraged. 


What does belonging to FLARC mean to you? How do 
you/can you better contribute to the club? 


It’s an opportunity for me to learn more and grow. 
And I’Il do anything I’m asked to do by the club (within 
reason of course!) to make things better for everyone. 
I’m not sure what | bring to the table yet since I’m still 
so new to all this (I’ve been a ham for what, 5 
months?), but, I’ve got energy and a can-do attitude 
and hopefully that’s enough to get me started. 


What else can you tell the club about yourself and/or 
ham radio? 


Without it sounding like a dating site profile...., | have 
a bizarre sense of humor, | live with 3 cats, | fix old 
Volkswagens, | collect old computers and I’m involved 
with a computer club that helps run a museum called 
INFOAGE down at Wall Township, my job currently 
has me as a one-person department, which makes 
taking vacations difficult, and I’m really, really new to 
ham radio even though I’ve been listening via either 
shortwave or scanner my entire life. So, don’t be put 
off when | ask what seems like a stupid question. I’ve 
still got a lot to learn, and given how fast the 
technology is changing, it looks like I’ll be learning 
right up until I’m pushing up daisies. 
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Tech Talk 
Stealthy Antennas on the Cheap 


Installing antennas is a real challenge for many hams 
today. Small lots, homeowners associations, condo 
and apartment restrictions all work against us. But 
there are some solutions that can help with a little 
creativity and a little cash. 


Our first step is to get the right parts at our new 
antenna store — Tractor Supply! Yes, just check in 
the fencing section for what we need. The first 
essential part is a yellow slant nail insulator, which is 
packaged 25 to a bag for only $7.49. The other 
essential part is cheap wire and they have it too. 
You can get a quarter-mile (yes, 1320 feet!) of 
electric fence wire for $13.99. They also have larger 
gauges and longer wires for slightly more. Check out 
the end insulators and screw-in insulators too, since 
they may work better in your situation. 


The next step is to make the bright yellow insulators 
stealthy. Arrange them onto an old tarp, 
newspapers or paper bags and then spray paint 
them to match the trim on your house fascia or 
windows. Alternatively, you may want to string an 
antenna along a wooden fence, so the insulators 
probably need to be painted a grayish brown. 


When the paint dries, you can install the insulators 
quickly. Once in place they are practically invisible. 
The last steps are to string the wire through the 
insulators and attach a feedline. 


This approach may not produce the best antenna 
you have ever heard of, but if you are trapped by a 
lot of restrictions, it will be better than no antenna 
at all. 


So, get out there and string some wire — preferably 
while singing “Don’t Fence Me In”. 

73, 

Randy WU2S 


Thanks To All Our Contributors 
This Month! 


Send your submissions To Ed (WX2R) at 
eefchak @gmail.com 


Member Profile (continued) 

What should be the club's priorities in the next year? 
Attracting younger members. I’ve attended FLARC meetings 
and a few BARA meetings, and | ran into the Nutley Radio 
Club guys at the start of Field Day, and without fail, 90% of 
the members appear to be retirees. | saw this same 
problem many years ago at the New York Science Fiction 
Society, also known as the “Lunarians”, where they were 
also desperate to bring in younger people so that the club 
would continue on. Without a new generation to take the 
helm, there’s going to be some real problems maintaining 
“critical mass” of membership about 10 to 15 years down 
the road. 


What other ham related clubs or organizations do you 
belong to? 

I’m an ARRL member. |’m a Net-Controller on Wednesday 
nights for “The Big Apple NTS Traffic Net”, currently on the 
NY4Z repeater 440.600Mhz (+5 offset, PL141.3) at 8pm 
local time. I’m still warming up to that role, but | hope to 
increase my responsibilities over time and perhaps work 
other Nets as well. But, until my work-related situation 
allows me more free time, | have to say I’m limited in terms 
of how much | can do. But I’m taking things one day at a 
time and looking forward to chatting with people and 
eventually DX’ing. 


Brian KD2KLN 
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September 2 
September 9 
September 17-18 
September 20 
September 23 
September 24 
September 30 
October 1-2 
October 8 
October 9 
October 14 
October 21 
November 
November 11 
November 18 
November 25 


December 2 
December 9 


FLARC 2017 Member Survey 


January will bring the 2017 Member Survey. We're 
looking for topics that you want to know more 
about...let Ed (WX2R) know your thoughts and ideas 
as we get the questionnaire together. 


Po 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


Facebook: 


MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 
September Business Meeting 
Mark Kempisty AA3K Using NIMM+ New! 
NJ QSO Party 
FLARC 60th Anniversary Town Proclamation--Borough Hall 
Open Program/Teen Lounge 
Portable Day with BARA 
60th Anniversary Speakers / Pete Dougherty W2IRT/Bill Hudzik W2UDT 
FLARC 60TH Anniversary Special Event Station/Open House 
BARA Hamfest 
Fair Lawn Street Fair 
Open Program/Teen Lounge 
"Vintage/Nostalgia Gear" Night/60th Anniversary Program NEW!! 
Fair Lawn Library Club Display 
John Bednar K3CT Dxing and the creation of NIMM NEW!! 
60th Anniversary Speaker 
FLARC Auction 
FLARC Annual Meeting/Holiday Party 
60th Anniversary Speaker/Tom Gallagher ARRL President NEW!! 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
60th Anniversary Frank Leonard Memorial Lecture 
W1TP Enigma Presentation w/Fair Lawn Public Library (Now Early 2017) 


FLARC VEC Exams 

Our next test session is scheduled for Saturday, 17 
September beginning at 0900 at the Community 
Center. No advanced registration is required but 
always appreciated. The fee is $15.00 (cash or check). 


Please bring positive identification (license, passport, 
etc.), your original license or a copy, original CSCE or 
copy (if credit is needed). 


The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at the 
flarc.net website. For further information contact 
either Gene (genewO2w@gmail.com) or Pete 
(kd2bmx@yahoo.com). Please refer also to the 
"License Exams" link on the main website-- 
http://testing.fairlawnarc.org. 


https://www.facebook.com/OfficialFLARC/ 


Twitter: @FairLawnARC 
Blog: flreswp.wordpress.com 


Who Says Amateur Radio 
Is Boring?™ 


Youtube: http://youtube. FairLawnARC.org 
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What's In Your Logbook? It's All 
About Propagation... 


Whilst tuning across the DEAD 20 meter band, | 
heard a weak ZL3PAH calling CQ. 


| worked him on the first call at 0400 Z on 5/VIII/16. 
(CW). 


Exactly 24 hrs later... 


Whilst tuning across the DEAD 20 meter band, | 
heard a weak ZL3PAH calling CQ. 


| worked him on the first call at 0402 Zone 6/VIII/16. 


(CW). 


USING A COLLINS KWM2-A (100 WATTS). 
And off the back of a KLM KT-34 Yagi @ 50 feet. 


DE Larry (WA2ALY) 


Clubhouse Refurbishing 

The certificates were hung on the clubhouse walls 
with care...thanks to the volunteer crew who took a 
recent Tuesday night and created an organized 
wall(s) of recognition. Looks superb!! 


Part of our new wall of fame — Pix TNX to Thom (W2XTZ) 
Special Event Operators Wanted!! 


The club is looking for operators for both the NJ 
QSO Party on Sept 17-18 and the FLARC Special 
Event Station on October 1 and 2. Lots of fun and 
no pressure. No experience necessary. 


See Tom (N2ST) , Jim (W2JC), Van (W2DLT), Ed 
(WX2R) or one of the officers. 


SAVE THE DATE: September 30th 


60th Anniversary Speaker Series 
Features Peter Dougherty (W2IRT) 
and Bill Hudzik (W2UDT) 


Pete is a dedicated hobbyist who brings years of 
experience in ham radio contesting and DXing to the 
club. With 335 worked and confirmed, Pete is a clinic 
in great station operation and getting all the details 
tied down. He is an authorized card checker for the 
ARRL's DXCC program, including 160m, as well as 

for WAS, WAC & VUCC awards. He is also an 
authorized checkpoint for the CQ Worked All Zones 
awards. 


For a full bio, check out his QRZ page here: 
http://qrz.com/db/W2IRT. 


Pete will also be pleased to offer card checking 
(perhaps before the meeting or at a local watering 
hole/restaurant afterward if there are a lot of takers). 


‘wi 


\ 
\ 


Pete Dougherty (W2IRT) in his shack. 


Bill, W2UDT, will be presenting a Power Point on 
QSLing in the 21* Century. This is the same one he gave 
at the ARRL Centennial Convention in 2014. For those 
who were not there it will cover changes in QSL work 
and the various options one has in this century to 
obtain a QSL card. Bill has been continuously licensed 
since 1961. He has operated from KP2, KR6, and V2 
over the years. Bill has served as NNJ SM for 4 terms, 
NNJ Assistant Director for 3 years and is on his second 
elected term as Vice Director for the Hudson Division. 
He has been active with the North Jersey DX 
Association (NJDXA) for over 25 years serving as 
Secretary, Vice President and President of the 
organization and continues to serve as a volunteer 
letter manager. Bill is also an ARRL Life Member as 
well as a Diamond Club Member. He is an active 
contester and DXer. 
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2016 Membership Profile: FLARC At 60 
Almost 100 Members! 


The June 4, 2016 roster shows 99 entries...quite an 
achievement for a club that showed about 65 
members on its 2014 log. While some clubs have 
struggled, FLARC continues to attract new members 
who can provide both common interests and 
camaraderie in the club into the future. 


License Distribution 
NoCall. June 2016 
Advanced 2% 
2% 


The club shows 19 members from Fair Lawn or a 22% 
share of all licensed amateurs living in town according 
to radioqth.net. According to a 1993 roster, the 
number of Fair Lawn hams was 14. 


Enlarge your screen to better view the data 


Years Licensed 


40% 


23% 
20% 
11% 


Under 3 Years 4-10 Years 11-30 Years 31+ Years 


From our member survey, about one-third have been 
licensed ten years or less; four in ten for 30 years or 
more! 


If anyone has additional history on member rosters or 
recollections , let the History Committee know. 


Record preservation over the years has been 
haphazard but we do have data from a few 
selected years. Membership apparently peaked 
around 1993 and is now once again approaching 
that level. 


SELECTED YEARS 


| 1970 1985 1993 2014 2015 2016 | 1985 1993 2014 2015 2016 


With almost identical membership records for 
1993 (102) and today (99), it's interesting to see 
the difference in license distribution between then 
and now. Obviously licensing requirements have 
driven most of the change (class changes/no code, 
etc.) but it is interesting to see how times have 
changed. 


FLARC MEMBERS BY LICENSE CLASS 


m2016 m1993 


Extra 
Advanced 
General 
Technician 
No Code Tech 
Novice 


No call 


The "no call" category is interesting -- back then it 
was perhaps a mix of Fair Lawn residents who 
were welcomed as members regardless of license 
but also the fact that the wait for a novice call sign 
via the mail took more than a few weeks as many 
of us will agonizingly remember. 
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September 2016 Meeting Notes (2) 


Brad KD2GNY asked about the state of Echolink. Randy 
reported that Paul was working on getting it running. 
President Karl W2KBF noted that there had been some 
issues in the past with Internet connectivity and that Paul 
was looking for a solution. Gene WO2W noted that when 
he lived in Fair Lawn he provided the Internet 
connectivity needed since the Community Center 
connectivity was inadequate. Jim W2JC suggested 
looking into obtaining an Optimum hotspot. Fred W2ABE 
said that Optimum costs about $60 per month. Gene 
WO2W said that with Optimum you can get 
disconnected if there is no traffic for a period of time, 
but that Gordon W2TTT has a keep-alive program that 
could be used. Kai K2TRW said he did not like the idea of 
spending money on resources we already have. Steve 
WI2W suggested that we work with the Community 
Center IT person. Gene WO2W reported that we had 
tried to do so in the past be made no progress in that 
direction. Vice President Judith KC2LTM concluded this 
discuss and said that the Council would discuss the 
situation regarding Internet access. President Karl W2KBF 
polled the members about the importance of Echolink 
and over half the members present indicated that they 
would like to use it. He also reported that we cannot use 
Echolink and DMR on the repeater at the same time. 
(Post meeting clarification: this restriction only concerns 
Internet Connectivity, i.e. the repeatercannot be 
configured to support both EchoLink and DMR talk 
groups. But the repeater can continue to be dual mode 
FM/DMR once EchoLink is implemented). 


Brad KD2GNY asked about the mesh network article in 
the local paper. Randy WU2S explained recent activities 
and emphasized that the club is at an early stage of 
exploratory discussions with town officials and that 
nothing has been settled yet. We are trying to find ways 
to expand mesh network coverage for use in 
emergencies. 


Tom N2ST recalled a problem that occurred last year 
when use of the linear amplifier at position #4 caused 
the autotuner on the radio at position #2 not to work on 
40 meters. . He raised the concern in anticipation of 
running the station during the NJ QSO party. Randy 
WU2S said that he would ask Paul W2IP to look into this. 


continued on paae 9 


ARRL Hudson Division Meeting 


On August 13 Tony K2AMII, Jim K2ZO and Karl 
W2KBF attended the Local NNJ Meeting at the 
Morris County Public Safety Training Academy. Ed 
WX2R attended an earlier ENY session in 
Woodstock, NY. 


Mike Lisenco N2YBB and Bill Hudzik W2UDT 
covered the following topics: 


1) National Traffic System (NTS): the League 


recognizes the confusion and overlap between the 
NTS, ARES and RACES with respect to message 
handling. ARRL aims to rebuild (and perhaps 
combine?) ARES and NTS in such a way that these 
two 70 year-old organizations can work together 
more effectively. Furthermore, ARRL has met with 
FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate (KK4INZ) and 
they believe that messages today are best handled 
by digital modes, rather than by traditional voice 
or CW traffic nets. (Note from KBF: VHF/UHF 
Packet and HF Pactor seem to the most prevalent 
modes used for Digital Messaging); 


2) Legislative Process: A Bill to ease use of 
effective antennas in Homeowner Association- 
Restricted Areas is on hold for the Summer, but 
stands a chance of being passed by Congress 
before the end of 2016. Mike N2YBB will begin 
visiting Senate offices sometime in September. 
Curiously, there was no mention of the ARRL 
proposal to remove the decades-old limit on 
symbol rate for HF transmissions (which would 
help to modernize NTS); 


3) Enforcement and Jamming: Despite recent 
arrests, this continues to be a problem in NYC and 


other cities. Since FCC does not have the 
resources to make enforcement a priority, ARRL is 
looking into ways to revamp the Official Observer 
(OO) program such that it can work with the FCC; 


4) Upcoming Events: RMARC Hamfest on Aug. 
20; Awards Luncheon Nov. 5 in Newburgh, NY; 
Tom Gallagher as Keynote Speaker at Ham Radio 
University in 2017. 


FLARC IS AN ARRL SPECIAL SERVICE CLUB 
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September 2016 Meeting Notes (3) 


President Karl W2KBF said that Paul had investigated 
this once before and could not reproduce the 
problem. Randy WU2S asked Tom and others 
operation that station to note the exact 
circumstances in which the interference occurs if it 
happens again. Operators should record the 
frequencies, antennas used and modes of operations 
to help characterize the problem. 


Vice President Judith KC2LTM asked for a Publicity 
Committee report. Jim W2JC reported that Dave 
M8MaAR setup a club Facebook page and Thom 
W2XTZ posted club videos on YouTube. He reported 
that the Fair Lawn borough council will issue a 
proclamation on September 20 that October is 
amateur radio month. Jim encouraged all club 
members to attend the council meeting to show 
support. He announced that on October 9 there will 
be a Fair Lawn street fair at which the club will have a 
booth. He said that Ed WX2R is asking for QSL cards 
from all the members for the club’s archives. Jim said 
that in November the club will have display space in 
the town library. The committee is working on items 
to be shown. 


President Karl W2KBF announced that the Council 
had approved expenses of $120 for refreshments and 
plaques for each of the next five scheduled speakers. 
Thom W2XTZ asked about sending items to Cuba to 
support the contest operation. Gene WO2W reported 
that he has a list of items needed and that he is 
working with Van W2DLT to get the right items and 
ship them. 


Vice President Judith KC2LTM asked if there was any 
more old business and heard none. She then opened 
up discussion on new business. 


Tom N2ST reported that the NJ QSO Party is on 
September 17 and 18 during which we will operate 
the W2NPT club station. The contest starts at 12:00 
noon on Saturday and we will also operate on Sunday 
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. He asked members to 
email Ed WX2R to indicate when they would be 
available to run the station. 


continued on page 12 


September 2016 Publicity Meeting 
Notes (1) 


Minutes of the August 23rd Publicity Committee 
meeting: 


The committee met at the clubhouse on 23 August. Thom, 
Dave, Jim, Gene and Ed were in attendance. The following 
agenda items were covered: 


Facebook and YouTube follow-up 

Dave reviewed the current state of Facebook and 
his rationale on posting to the site. Currently we 
have about 50 followers and we're looking to 
grow it. Dave suggested that we run a short ad 
flight focusing only on our postal code to build 
local awareness. Ed suggested that we run the 
campaign in October to tie in with Amateur Radio 
Month, the Town Proclamation and the Street 
Fair. Dave will get a price and ask the Council. 


Thom reviewed the Youtube effort to a round of 
applause. It was suggested that we put together a 
short video using still pix that highlight the 
clubhouse and the club and perhaps Field Day. 
Thom is (already) on it. 

Council proclamation meeting (attendance) 

Ed stressed the need for Council, the publicity 
committee and members to show up in force for 
the September 20 event to thank the town and 
show our support. Wear your shirts. We need to 
make sure that Don is available and present re: 
photography. Gene will follow on any town 
logistical items that might be open. 

Street Fair/people and objectives/station?? 

We discussed the logistics of the October 9 event 
and agreed the large crowd and the October 
timing works for us. We'll have handouts and be 
able to answer questions. We want to look into 
running a VHF station and use Echolink contacts 
as a way of demonstrating ham radio. Action 
item: have Karl find out if we can use the Honda 
generator to run the station. We need at least 
three "volunteers" for this event (Ed will chair). 


Program (2016 pretty complete--2017?) 

Kudos to Van for the 2016 program with all the 
big holes filled in. Looking ahead to 2017 we know 
we have the Tom Parerra Enigma presentation to 
schedule. We also suggested perhaps a program 
on radio astronomy (Dave had seen one at the 
Hudson Division dinner). 
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September 2016 Publicity 
Committee Meeting Notes (2) 


an event at MSU in September for local astronomers 
given by two hams. Ed will report back to the group and 
Van. We will also look to tap the (re)newed ARRL 
Speakers Bureau for sources of key external speakers. 


It was suggested that we tap the members for internal 
speakers on topics that can clearly identify as "Winners" 
and that can build areas of interest among club 
members--keep everyone engaged. . We have the 2016 
and upcoming 2017 member survey to find speakers 
and content. 


2017 61st anniversary publicity objectives: 
We identified a couple of key points: keep the logistics 
for speaker programs simple. The building is multi-use 
and causes scheduling, parking and communications 
problems. Recommend: starting with January that all 
key external speakers programs be held at the Senior 
Center. All internal programs at the Senior Center as 
current. Action item: follow with the council on the 
recommendation. 
Second, look to grow our social media presence using 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and the website. Look to 
connect new members with relevant areas of interest 
through these sources. 
Third, look to add a UHF/VHF activity in 2017. Again, 
broaden the base of interest. 
Lastly, place a greater weight on internal publicity and 
communication than external for the year. Build 
engagement internally while continuing to position 
FLARC as a "go-to" club to both the town and amateur 
community. 
e History committee 
Gene, Ed, Rosalyn and Van will connect with the 
seasoned members of the club to pick up on the 
postponed activity from the Summer. 


Mugs/follow-up 

We thought that Van's idea on a rewards program 
for club participation (similar to his experience with 
Frankfort Radio Club) was a good one and we 
discussed a few possible scenarios for 
implementation. Mug prices were no brainers and 
they can be kept under five dollars. Key to the 
effort was communication, tying it into sanctioned 
Club activities (such as Field Day and NJ QSO party) 
and having excellent record keeping. Also key was 
finding an Awards Chair to keep the record keeping 
and program moving. Action item: Recommend to 
Council for 2017 implementation. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 


What's In Your Logbook? 


This month, let's have a look at Joe (K2JK) and Ed 
(WX2R) 


8/03 T2COW é CW K2d 
8/16 TF3JB CW K2d 
8/18 ZB2TT ar : CW K20 
8/21 CY9C Isl F CW K2Jd 
8/21 CY9C Isl F CW K2J 
8/23 CY9IC Isl : CW K2J 
8/24 CY9C Isl z CW K2Jd 
8/24 CY9C Isl : CW K2J 
8/24 CY9C Isl ; CW K2Jd 
8/24 CY9C Isl : CW K2J 
8/25 CY9IC Paul Isl 7 CW K2J 
8/27 VP6d itcairn Isl 3 CW K2d 
8/29 VP6d itcairn Isl 7 CW K2JK 
8/19 OZ1IADL Denmark PSK WX2R 
8/31 TG9IAHM Guatemala PSK WX2R 


= 
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TNX For Clubhouse Cleanup! 


Kudos to Gene (WO2W), Thom (W2XTZ), Ron 
(KC2DCT) and Joe Stavitsky for the help in 
helping to straighten out and clean up the 
clubhouse on 31 August. 


More At Deadline: Following ona Field 
Day conversation, Karl (W2KBF) met with a 
working group of the Fair Lawn Mayor and 
Council to explore the possibility of expanding its 
MESH network capabilities within the borough. 
Fair Lawn Community News reported the story 
here: 
http://www.northjersey.com/community- 
news/radio-club-proposes-creating-network- 
for-use-in-emergency-1.1652528 


August 19th Scavenger Night 


A first for the club, Scavenger Night proved to be a 
success. With more than 40 in attendance, the event 
evoked two often heard comments: 


"Look at all the people!" and 
"Look at all this stuff!" 


A volatile combination if your XYL told you to bring 
nothing home. 
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Save The Date: Mark Kempisky 
(AA3K) September 9th Anniversary 
Speaker 


As part of our anniversary series, our guest speaker 
will be Mark Kempisky (AA3K) on the effective use of 
N1MM+ logging software. Mark is one of the leading 
innovators in the use of the software. 


The event will be held on Friday, September 9th at 
7PM at the Fair Lawn Community Center, 
10-10 20th Street in Fair Lawn. 


N1MM Logger is among the world's most popular 
ham radio contest logging program. For CW, phone 
and digital modes, its combination of contest- 
optimized features is the choice among many 
amateurs and clubs especially for activities such as 
Field Day. 


Come and hear Mark walk through the various 
capabilities of the software and learn how to use 
many of the underutilized options available. Picking 
up just one "hint" will make for a valuable evening. 


Licensed for over twenty years, Mark's interests in 
amateur radio are pretty diverse from chasing DX, 
contesting, rag chewing and public service. He is both 
a member of the Warminster Amateur Radio Club and 
Frankford Radio Club in Pennsylvania. 


Mark (AA3K) in his shack. 


AMATEUR RADIO WORKS 


Newsflash!! Check Out Our New 
FLARC YouTube Channel!!! 


Thom (W2XTZ) has been diligently working on 
making the club more visible on YouTube, which 
will also provide a platform for sharing photos and 
videos -- such as videos of our guest speakers, 

etc. 


But the link to our YouTube page is long and 
cryptic .. something most of us could never 
remember... so... we've made a direct, logical 
link for all to use... 


http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 
Pretty simple, heh? 


Try it out, and then click the FOLLOW button 
at the lower right and you'll be advised whenever 
Thom adds something new to the site. 


Mucho kudos to Thom for the hard work to put this 
together...he's also looking to build a generic video 
presentation we can use at VE testing, meetings 
with groups such as Rotary, etc. and other locales 
where we can show off the club and what it does to 
answer the perennial question..."do we still do 
that?" Indeed we do. 


NJ QSO Party: September 17-18 


Tom (N2ST) is coordinating the scheduling of operators 
for the upcoming NJ QSO party. As you'll remember from 
last year, it was a fun weekend...casual contesting...and a 
good chance to work on skills, use the club station, and 
get some 60th anniversary cards out to the deserving. 
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September 2016 Meeting Notes (4) 


Vice President Judith KC2LTM called the members 
attention to the long list of club activities on page 5 of the 
latest Resonator newsletter. 


Jim W2JC suggested leaving a stack of W2NPT QSL cards 
at each operating position so that operators could fill out 
the cards at the time of the QSO during non-contest 
contacts. He also asked if we want to QSL 100% of the 
time. Randy WU2S strongly supported the idea and noted 
that postage expense would be minimal for the amount 
of cards we were likely to send out during a year. 

Brad KD2GNY announced that he would like to do 
portable type events more frequently with club members. 
President Karl W2KBF said that it would be preferable to 
not do these vents as club activities due to the possible 
impact on our insurance, but that Brad could use the 
club’s communications resources, such as the email list, 
to reach people and organize such activities. Jim W2JC 
could post the portable events on the club calendar as 
non-club events. 

Kai K2TRW asked if the Resonator was accepting 
advertisements. Jim W2JC said that we had printed an 
advertisement as a test. He suggested that Kai ask Ed 
WX2R about the possibility. 


Gene WO2W announced that the last VE test session had 
12 candidates, our largest group this year. Brad KD2GNY 
asked about new member outreach. Gene WO2W and 
Ton N2ST explained the current processes which included 
inviting all VE test candidates to join FLARC. Tom asked if 
an additional VE Coordinator could be authorized to open 
the club briefly after a test session so that prospective 
members could view our facility. President Karl W2KBF 
said the Council would consider a request if it were 
received from Pete KD2BMX. 


Having no further business, Vice President Judith KC2LTN 
asked for a motion to adjourn. Gene WO2W so moved 
and Brian KD2KLN seconded the motion. The members 
present voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 
8:37p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Randy WU2S, Secretary 


Here Are Direct Links To Specific Club Info: 


http://auction.FairlawnARC.org 
http://blog.FairlawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairlawnARC.org 
http://events.FairlawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairlawnARC.org 
http://membership.FairlawnARC.org 
http://news.FairlawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairlawnARC.org 
htto://tech.FairlawnARC.ora 


At Deadline: W2)C's July logbook was so full we 
couldn't get it all in...so let's note a clean sweep of the 
13 Colonies: GB13COL, WM3PEN, K2A, K2B, K2C, K2D, 
K2E, K2F, K2H, K2I, K2J, K2K, K2L and K2M. 


By the way, Jim reports that K2I and K2L are running 
behind on sending out their cards -- He's been in 
touch with them and they had to order more cards! 
so be patient, they should be done by the end of 
September at the latest. 


Here's the final position of his Hex Beam that is 
delivering some amazing DX: 


The Hex is on W2JC 


A VE Saturday To Remember 


The August 20 session was one that literally filled the 
Card Room. As VE Coordinator Pete KD2BMX noted, 
" Considering we were expecting four candidates, but 
had 12 show up | think it went smoothly after we 
adjusted to the initial shock." 


A thanks to the small battalion of VE's who helped 
keep things moving...Joe (K2JK ), Tom (N2ST), Thom 
(W2XTZ), Ed (WX2R), Robert (KC2ZFM) and Chris 
(W2TU)...and Pete. 
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Finding The Fox (Continued) 

The signal grew stronger as | approached Fair Lawn 
from the South. | turned East on Fair lawn Avenue and 
the signal seemed to peak around the intersection of 
Radburn Road. At this point, | determined that the 
signal must be coming from the Southern edge of Glen 
Rock, Western edge of Paramus or somewhere within 
Fair Lawn. 


As | was working my way south in Fair Lawn Peter 
W2HP called me by cell phone. He had been driving 
around looking for the Fox and found the signal was 
very strong along Morlot Avenue. Peter and | drove up 
and down Morlot Avenue and determined that the 
stuck transmitter was somewhere in the neighborhood 
between the Fair Lawn water tank and Thomas 
Jefferson school. Since we were closing in, | had to 
detune my mobile rig by 10 kc and Peter replaced the 
antenna on his HT with a paperclip. After driving 
around for a few more minutes | spotted a house with 
ham antennas on the roof. 


My Baofeng HT went full quieting without antenna 
when | stopped in front of this house. | rang the 
doorbell, asked the resident to check his station and 
within 30 seconds the Fox was off the air! 


Later that day we received a nice e-mail from the ham, 
apologizing for the stuck transmitter with an 
explanation that something had fallen off a shelf, 
hitting the TX lock button. Anyway, | thought all would 
like to hear this story which illustrates that Radio Fox 
Hunting is not only a sport, but sometimes is useful. 


73, Karl, W2KBF 


Save The Date: 
FLARC 60th Anniversary 
Special Event Station 


Saturday October 1 
Sunday October 2 


Recreation Center Hours 
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Van (W2DLT) To Operate From 
Cuba!! 


Our intrepid contester will be headed off to operate 
T48K in Holguin for the upcoming CQWW SSB 
contest in late October. He'll be there along with 
contesters Mirek VE3XIN from Ontario, K8TE from 
New Mexico and K1MM from Florida. Local Cuban 
operators will include Doug CO8DM and Raul CO8ZZ. 


Details are still coming together but let's try to work 
him contest weekend. I'm sure he'll have a great 
story to tell when he gets back and, as FLARC 
program chair, we'll make sure he schedules himself 
to share it. 


Newsflash! The Fair Lawn Amateur 
Radio Club Has A New Facebook 
Page... 


Last month we announced that The Fair Lawn 
Amateur Radio Club now has a NEW Facebook page, 
and we encourage all members, friends, and guests 
to use it as a social meeting place. This page is being 
managed by David (N8MAR), but anyone can post to 
it. Use it to showcase your shack, ask questions, 
check upcoming event schedules, show off a new 
piece of acquired equipment, or just to say hello. 
The NEW page can be found 

at: https://www.facebook.com/OfficialFLARC 


August Blog Traffic 


Go figure. Blog traffic was down in July but up big 
time in August. Again, these are overall page views 
for the blog, not our site as a whole. Here are the 
data: 


Views 


181 


308 


+70% 


Visitors 


58 


94 


+62% 


Posts 


3 


11 


+266% 


There is new content nearly every day so really 
worth the look to both flarc.net and the blog. 


Congratulations!! Antenna Farm Grows In Fair Lawn 


Pete (KD2BMX) reports that we had a total of 12 On August 19, Brad (KD2GNY) demonstrated his 
(twelve) candidates served for VE Amateur Radio new CrankIR portable all-band HF antenna at the 
Testing at our August session. back of the 


8 (eight) Technician Class Licenses was earned. 
2 (two) General Class License was earned. 
2 (two) Extra Class Licenses were earned. 


Aleksandr Grinshteyn - No Call -License Earned 

Robert Kerman - No Call - Technician License Earned 
Marnita Robertson - No Call - Technician License Earned 
Thomas Riggi - No Call - Technician License Earned 
Len Wolak - No Call - Technician License Earned 
Dmytro Shmagin - No Call - Technician License Earned 
Jamie Duby - No Call - Technician License Earned 
Arthur Ortega - No Call - Technician License Earned 
Aaron D Forste- KD2LNO - General License Earned 
Kevin C Connell -KC2PZ-General License Earned 
Robert M Altilio - N2HIP - Extra License Earned 
Michael Koster- KC2ZEX - Extra License Earned 


North American SSB Party 


On August 20th, the club participated for the first time in 
the North American SSB Party. As Van (W2DLT) reported... 
Lto R: Brad (KD2GNY), Dave (N8MAR) and Karl (W2KBF) inspect the 
"It all went smoothly today. We had 12 people sign in-- antenna 
some visited but most operated. Jim had all logging 
computers humming. 


Everyone graciously shared operating time willingly, so 
everyone had a shot at the "chair". 


Jim took the computers to score and submit our logs. 
| believe we will have a respectable score to show for the 
effort. 


It was a good time and a great learning experience...with 
more to come with the NJ QSO party and our Special Event 
station". 


Thanks to Rob (KC2ORX), Skip (KD2BRV), Ron (KC2TBD), 
Larry (WA2ALY), Jim (W2JC), Tom (N2ST), Kevin (KC2PGZ), 
and Ed (WX2R)...who did we miss?? 


So how did we do? Jim (W2JC) reports that our score was More Congrats!! 

11,312--good enough to have finished 26th in the 2015 Our last VE session had two club members upgrade 

contest. Let's see how we do this year. their licenses: Kevin (KC2PGZ) is now a General and 
Michael Koster (KC2ZEX) attained Extra Class. 
Congrats!! 
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Interested In Being Part Of A 
FLARC Portable Group? 


Brad (KD2GNY) is looking to create a FLARC activity 
group interested in portable operating (separate 
from Portable Day with BARA) . There were more 
than a few members interested when Brad asked 
about availability on 26 August and perhaps a 
longer lead time would have made a larger turnout 
possible. 


Here are a couple of pix of the recent setup at Silas 
Condict Park, Kinnelon, NJ 

If you're interested, talk to Brad and/or let's bring it 
up at an upcoming meeting. 


Triple Play: No, not just baseball. Joe (K2JK) is 

inquiring about whether the club wants to set a 2017 

operating goal of all 50 states on CW, SSB and digital. 

At the July meeting we learned that we are also close 
to DXCC for the club. Good things to talk about at the 
October meeting. 


Volunteers For The Fair Lawn Street 
Fair Needed!! 


October 9 is the Fair Lawn Street Fair and the club will 
be running a small station, talking ham radio and 
sharing the 60th anniversary with the community. 


Show your support by being a volunteer...it's only a 
couple of hours, lots of fun and a chance to show off 
what we do. We're looking for from four to five (or 
more) volunteers. 


See Ed (WX2R) or email him at eefchak@gmail.com 


Scavenger Night (More...) 


Talk about a pile-up!! 


The August 19th meeting night... 
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SAVE THE DATE: December 9th Town Proclamation Night At 


60th Anniversary Speaker Series Borough Hall Recognizes FLARC 
Features ARRL CEO Tom Gallagher 

(NY2RF) On Tuesday, September 20th, the club will be 
recognized by the Borough Council on its 60th 
Anniversary. The club will receive a 
proclamation for its achievement with October 
recognized as "Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


Tom will be speaking about the direction of the ARRL and its month" within the borough. 
impact on us at the club level. 


The club brings its 60th anniversary programming to a close 
with newly installed ARRL CEO Tom Gallagher (NY2RF) 
speaking to the club on Friday, December 9th at 7:30 PM. 


Please make every effort to show your support 


We're honored to have Tom speak to us so please save the to the club and thanks to the town for its long 


date and invite your fellow hams. He's excited to meet with support of our activities. The meeting begins 


us and to help celebrate 60 club years!! at 7PM...let's try to meet a bit earlier and be in 
place when the council meeting starts. 


bh 4d A Look Back: Circa 1961 
_ A This is a QSL from an East Paterson (now 


Elmwood Park) ham belonging to the Seven- 
Eleven ARC. Frank Takacs held the call sign and 
it is not known if he was an early FLARC 
member. There was nothing searchable 
regarding club information so if anyone has 
any background on either Frank or this club, 
let us know. The call sign is currently 
unassigned. 


From The FLARC QSL Collection 


We are always looking for articles for the 
newsletter. We have reserved this newsletter 
for your articles, reviews, tips, how-to's, hints, 


2 : kinks, photos, schematics, or other ham related 
1 , , , 
Bring Your QSL To A Club Meeting! information. Photos of you operating or your 


For our 60th anniversary we're looking to create an shack are especially welcome. Send your 
archive of current members through their QSL. Please submissions to Ed (WX2R) at wx2r@aol.com. 
bring a copy of your card to the next meeting or mail it Submissions for the October issue must be 
to the club. Be part of history!! received by October 5th. 


Tom Gallagher (NY2RF) 
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